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INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE 


The United States Travel Service, in an effort to more effectively 
supply travel data to the industry, has prepared a monthly analysis 
of foreign visitor arrivals to the United States. 


OBJECTIVES 


Specifically, the report was designed to meet the following 
objectives: 


(1) 


(2) 


Assimilation of available travel market data drom 
other U.S. Government agencies, government tourist 
offices of other countries, and international travel 
associations. 


Analysis of statistical material highlighting trends 
and significant events. 


METHODOLOGY, SCOPE, LIMITATIONS 


(1) 


Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. 


Data on arrivals are based upon Immigration and 
Naturalization Service tabulations of Forms 1-94, 

a document which visitors to the United States 

are required to complete. In addition, tabulations 
of Forms SW-434 are included in the figures for 
Mexico so as to reflect all visitors from Mexico, 
excluding border crossers. Data on Canadian arrivals 
are provided by Statistics Canada. 


The business category includes B-1 visa holders. 

The pleasure category includes B-2 viss holders. 

The transit category includes C-1 (aliens in 

transit) visa holders and C-4 (transit without visa) 
holders. The student group includes F-1l and F-2 
(students and their families) visa holders. The 
categories reflect the definition of a "tourist" 

as defined by the official governmental tourist organi- 
zation, the International Union of Official Travel 
Organizations and by the tourism committee of Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development. 


(2) International Travel Market of Selected Countries 


Data for this section are the result of many contributors, 
primarily international organizations such as the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the Inter- 
national Union of Official Travel Organizations (IUOTO), the 
United States Travel Service (USTS) both here and abroad, and 
national tourist offices of various foreign governments. In 
addition, data from private industry studies on tourism are 
included in this publication. 


CONCLUDING REMARKS 


We hope that the users of this information will keep USTS 
informed of its usefulness. We would appreciate any 

comments on either the form or content of the data and any 
suggestions on how USTS might improve its data and analytical 
services to the industry. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


Beginning in 1977, the "Summary and Analysis of International Travel 

to the U.S." will be published quarterly instead of monthly. 

Statistical analyses in each issue will be expanded to include 

quarterly foreign arrivals, U.S. citizen air departures, and international 
travel receipts/expenditures. Monthly arrival data, although not 
published for singular months, will still be available upon request 

from the Research & Analysis Division, United States Travel Service, 

U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C. 20230. 


FOREIGN VISITOR 


ARRIVALS TO THE U.S. 


Highlights of Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. -- December 1976 


During December 1976, international arrivals to the U.S. numbered 988,141, 
representing a 3.8% decline from the December 1975 volume. This decrease 
resulted from a significant drop in Mexican visitors during this month. 


Table 1 
Arrivals to the U.S. 
December 1976/1975 


December 1976 December 1975 % Change 

Overseas 322,550 295,477 + 9.2% 
Mexico 144 ,237 269,346 -46.4 
Canada 521,354 462,855 +12.6 
TOTAL 988,141 1,027,678 - 3.8 


Canadian travel to the U.S. during December displayed substantial growth 
of 12.6% over the 12th month of 1975, ending the 1976 travel year on a 
strong note. 


On the other hand, Mexican arrivals, as expected, declined rapidly during 
December, by 46.4%. However, the significance of this drop is mitigated 
somewhat by the fact that Mexican travel to the U.S. during December 1975 
was atypically high, 73.5% above the December 1974 level. 


The volume of arrivals from overseas countries increased 9.2% in December, 
with larger numbers of visitors evidenced from all major geographical 
regions. 


European arrivals were 7.9% ahead of the December 1975 total, largely on 
the impetus of increases in visitors from the following countries: the 
United Kingdom, up 12.3%; West Germany, up 2.3%; France, up 0.4%; Italy, 
up 6.6%; Netherlands, up 5.8%; Sweden, up 11.5%; Switzerland, up 18.6%; and 
Belgium, up 2.3%. 


Japanese visitors to the U.S. ended the 1976 year with a 6.9% increase in 
December. Asian travel on the whole rose 12.6% during this month. 


Other countries supplying significantly increased volumes of visitors in 
this final month of 1976 were Australia, up 24.3%, and Venezuela, up 19.7%. 
Brazilian arrivals, on the other hand, dipped sharply in December, down 
54.9%. While this large decline was undoubtedly effected by the travel 
restrictions imposed by the Brazilian Government's decree, it was not un- 
expected in light of the atypically large increase witnessed in Brazilian 
arrivals last December, when a rise of 83.0% over December 1974 occurred. 


International Travel To/From the U.S. -- Calendar Year 1976 


1. Foreign Arrivals 


During 1976, the number of international travelers to the U.S. from 
other countries totaled almost 17.5 million, 11.2% above the 15.7 
million arrivals recorded in 1975. These foreign arrivals to the 
U.S. represented approximately 8% of total worldwide international 
arrivals in 1976 (estimated at 222 million). 


The actual arrival figure for travel to the U.S. compares quite 
favorably with USTS' forecast made earlier in 1976, with the forecast 
deviating only 0.006% from final results. 


Table 2 


Foreign Arrivals to the U.S.--CY 1976 
Actual vs Forecasted Results 


% Deviation 


Actual % Change Forecasted % Change Between Forecast 
Arrivals 1976/1975 Arrivals 1976/1975 & Actual 
Overseas 4,439,047 + 22.5% 4,440,000 + 22.5% + 0.02% 
Mexico 1,920,509 - 10.9 1,915,000 = E12 - 0.30 
Canada 11,094 ,402 + 11.9 11,100,000 + 11.9 + 0.05 
TOTAL 17,453,958 * Li.2 17,455,000 + 11.2 + 0.006 


Canadian visitors to the U.S. during the 12 months of 1976 increased 11.9% 
over 1975, reaching 11.1 million, an unprecedented level of visitation from 
that country. Canadian arrivals comprised 64% of the total number of foreign 
visitors to the U.S. in 1976. 


Mexican arrivals, reflecting the impact of increased passport costs and 
devaluations of the peso, declined 10.9% in 1976. This drop represents 
the first such decrease evidenced in travel from Mexico since 1954--22 
years ago. Consequently, Mexico's share of the total arrivals in 1976 
dropped to 11%--from 14% in 1975. 


Overseas arrivals, accounting for 25% of the international market to the U.S., 
attained a 22.5i%grawth rate over 1975, with 4.4 million visitors traveling to 
the U.S. this year. 


The volume of European visitors in 1976 increased at the fastest rate in nearly 
a decade, rising 27.6% above the 1975 level. Increased travel to the 

U.S. was evidenced from the following European countries: United Kingdom, 

up 23.0%; West Germany, up 22.7%; France, up 38.1%; Italy, up 28.4%; 

the Netherlands, up 28.4%; Switzerland, up 37.4%; Sweden, up 40.4%; 

and Belgium, up 43.0%. 


iS) 


The entire year of 1976 saw Japanese arrivals to the U.S. increase 
only marginally, by 3.5%. However, Asian travel to the U.S. on the 
whole rose 14.4% above the 1975 volume. 


Other selected countries which supplied larger numbers of foreign 
visitors in 1976 were: Australia, up 38.9%; Venezuela, up 45.4%; 
and Brazil, up 3.1%. 


Travel Receipts 


According to preliminary USTS estimates, total spending by foreign 
visitors for travel to and in the U.S. during 1976 reached the $6.8 
billion mark, (including transportation), constituting a 20.0% 
increase over the amount received in 1975 ($5.7 billion). Of this 
total, it is estimated that approximately $5.8 billion was spent by 
international visitors for purchases of goods and services in the 


U.S., while an additional $1.0 billion was paid to U.S. flag carriers 


for transportation to/from this country. 


In 1976, U.S. travel receipts comprised approximately 18% of total 
worldwide international tourism spending (estimated at $38 billion). 
Additionally, it is estimated that the $6.8 billion received in the 
U.S. from foreign visitors supported some 324,000 U.S. jobs and 
contributed approximately $843 million in federal, state, and local 
tax receipts. 


Table 3 


International Travel Receipts in the U.S. 
CY 1976 (est.) 


% Change Share of 
Receipts 1976/1975 Total 
(Millions) (Excluding 
Transportation) 
Overseas S 2,380 + 30.4% 41.0% 
Mexico 1,440 - 3.4 24.8 
Canada 1,980 + 26.8 34.1 
Sub-Total 5,800 + 18.9 100.0 
+ Transportation 1,000 + 26.3 - 
TOTAL $ 6,800 + 20.0 - 
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U.S. Citizen Departures 


USTS estimates that U.S. citizens traveling abroad in 1976 numbered 
about 22.9 million, 2.3% below the 1975 level. U.S. travel to 
Canada declined 7.1%; travel to Mexico was relatively unchanged 
from 1975; and U.S. visits to overseas countries increased approximately 
5.4%. 

Table 4 


U.S. Citizen Departures 
CY 1976 (est.) 


% Change Share of 
Departures 1976/1975 Total 
Overseas 7,400,000 + 5.4% 323.3% 
Mexico 3,230,000 + 0.4 14.1 
Canada (actual) 12, 25953459 - 7.1 5340 
TOTAL 22,885,459 2 249 100.0 


Travel Expenditures 


Total tourism spending by American travelers abroad is estimated at 

$ 9.45 billion (including transportation) in 1976, 7.4% higher than 
the 1975 level (1975 expenditures totaled $8.8 billion). Of this 
total, approximately $6.84 billion was spent by American citizens 

for purchases of goods and services at their destinations, while 

an additional $2.61 billion is estimated to have been paid to foreign 
flag carriers for transportation between the U.S. and other countries. 


Table 5 


International Travel Expenditures by U.S. Citizens 
CY 1976 (est.) 


% Change Share of 
Expenditures 1976/1975 Total 
(Millions) (Excluding Transportation) 
Overseas S$ 3,850 + 10.8% 56.3% 
Mexico 1,640 + 0.2 24.0 
Canada 1,390 + 3.4 19.7 
Sub-Total 6,840 + 6.6 100.0 
+ Transportation 2,610 + 9.7 - 
TOTAL S$ 9,450 + 7.4 - 
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5. Travel Deficit 


The resulting U.S. travel dollar balance was in deficit by approximately 
$2.65 billion in 1976 (USTS estimates). This figure represents a 
significant 15.3% reduction in the size of this deficit from the $3.1 
billion deficit recorded in 1975, and the fourth consecutive year 

in which the travel deficit has declined. 


Table 6 


U.S. Travel Balances by Area 
CY 1976 (est.) 


Travel Dollar % Change Share of 
Surplus (+)/ Deficit (- 1976/1975 Total Deficit 
(Millions) 
Overseas - $1,470 -10.9% - 
Mexico - 200 +36.1 - 
Canada + 630 +147.1 - 
Sub-Total 
deficit - 1,040 - 32.5 39.27% 
Transportation 
deficit - 1,610 + 1.4 60.8 
TOTAL deficit - $2,650 - 15.3 100.0 


While the travel deficit excluding transportation has been declining since 
1972, the transportation deficit (the difference between what foreign 
visitors pay to U.S. flag carriers and the amount Americans pay to foreign 
flag carriers) has continued to increase. Consequently, the transportation 
deficit, as a proportion of the total travel deficit, has increased from a 
32.0% share in 1971 to an estimated 60.8% in 1976. 
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Highlights of Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. by Mode of Transport -- 


December and Calendar Year 1976 
December 1976 


During the final month of 1976, nearly 1 million international visitors 
traveled to the U.S., 3.8% below the December 1975 level. 


As shown in Table 14, land transportation accounted for 497,858 (50%) of 
the foreign trips to the U.S. in December, with air transportation compris- 
ing an additional 484,992 (49%). Both sea and land arrivals declined in 
December, due primarily to substantial drops in Mexican visitors using 
these modes. (See Table 16.) 


Table 14 


Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. by Mode of Transportation 
December 1976 


Air Sea Land Total 
Overseas 307,856 4,828 9 , 866 322,550 
Mexico 254147 166 118,894 144 ,237 
Canada 1515959 297 369,098 S27 Loot 
TOTAL 484 ,992 5,291 497,858 988,141 


Calendar Year 1976 


During the entire year of 1976, international travelers to the U.S. 
totaled nearly 17.5 million, 11.2% above the 1975 volume. 


Table 15 shows that land transportation accounted for over 10.5 million 
(60%) of these trips, while arrivals by air comprised an additional 6.6 
million (38%) trips. Air travel increased significantly in 1976, by nearly 
20% over 1975; land traffic rose by 6.7%; and sea travel declined slightly, 
by 1.1%. (See Table 17.) 


Table 15 


Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the U.S. by Mode of Transportation 
Calendar Year 1976 


Air Sea Land Total 
Overseas 4,092,199 71,075 275,773 4,439,047 
Mexico 459,436 7,977 1,453,096 1,920,509 
Canada 2,059,449 232,950 8,802 , 003 11,094 ,402 
TOTAL 6,611,084 312,002 10,530,872 17,453,958 
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Highlights of Travel Between the U.S. and Canada -- Calendar Year 1976 


During 1976, total Canadian arrivals to the U.S. numbered 11.1 million 
representing an 11.9% increase over the 1975 12-month volume. Of this 
total, 74% of the trips were by automobile; 19% were by air; and 5% 

were by bus. Air and rail travel to the U.S. exhibited the fastest rates 
of growth in 1976, increasing over 17% each. (See Tables 18 and 21.) 


Conversely, U.S. citizens traveling to Canada during 1976 totaled 12.3 
million, down 7.1% from the 1975 level. Of this total, approximately 75% 
of the trips were by auto; 12% were by air; 6% were by bus; and 6% were 

by sea travel. Except for bus travel, which increased 35.2% in 1976, all 
modes of transportation underwent declines from 1975. (See Tables 19 
and 22.) 
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STATISTICAL TABLES 


CANADIAN TRAVEL TO THE U.S. 
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